
THE BEST WAY TO GET RID OF MOSQUITOES? TURN THEM
ALL INTO MALES
By Lulu Chang —  September 5, 2016 11:16 AM

If there’s one creature that has attracted the collective wrath of seemingly everyone on the

planet, it’s the pesky mosquito. From West Nile to Zika, these insects have long served as

vectors of disease, and now, there’s new talk of eradicating them altogether. And the way
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to go about doing it? By turning them all into males. Because the females are the ones who

do all the bloodsucking — and of course egg-laying.

Mosquitoes are the deadliest insect (or animal, for that matter) in the world, claiming around

500,000 lives in 2015 alone. As such, says entomologist Zach Adelman of Texas A&M

University, “I think it is our moral duty to eliminate this mosquito,” speaking specifically

about Aedes aegypti, a species of mosquito responsible for carrying and spreading at least

four deadly viruses. And the way to eliminate the mosquito may be through a new gene-

editing technology — one that programs the insects to develop as males.

Over time, the predominantly male population would run out of females with whom to mate,

thereby causing the whole species to go extinct.

RelatedRelated: What happens when anyone can edit genes at home? We’re about to find out

Of course, while there’s always an ethical dilemma associated with killing off a species

altogether, the disappearance of Aedes aegypti may not be the worst thing in the world,

scientists say. As the Wall Street Journal reports, “Many entomologists say eradicating

Aedes aegypti would have a minimal impact on the environment,” given that humans are

the mosquitoes’ exclusive food source. And as their only food source, we’ve been infected

with the dengue virus, chikungunya, and yellow fever, just to name a few.
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“Aedes aegypti is literally probably the most dangerous animal in the world,” Omar Akbari, a

molecular biologist and assistant professor of entomology at the University of California,

Riverside told the Journal.

So if turning a bunch of them male and ultimately eradicating them altogether is a

possibility, it may just be one to check out.

Around The Web

http://www.zergnet.com/i/934765/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/934765/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/584160/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/584160/41681/0/0/0


10 Movies You Didn’t Know Were Sequels
Screenrant.com

The Icky Detail From 'The Force Awakens'
Everyone Missed
Popsugar.co.uk

Why Hollywood Won't Cast Ashley Greene
Anymore
Nickiswift.com

You're Killing Your iPhone With These 7
Charging Mistakes
Thrillist.com

http://www.zergnet.com/i/976119/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/976119/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/976700/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/976700/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1123524/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1123524/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/742067/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/742067/41681/0/0/0


10 Action Stars From the '80s Who Are Now
Total Nobodies
Popcrunch.com

College Student Accidentally Creates Battery
That Lasts Forever
Insidehook.com

http://www.zergnet.com/i/784922/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/784922/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1008629/41681/0/0/0
http://www.zergnet.com/i/1008629/41681/0/0/0
http://www.digitaltrends.com/outdoor/how-to-avoid-pfcs-in-waterproof-rain-gear/


Why some waterproof gear wrecks the environment, and how to avoid itWhy some waterproof gear wrecks the environment, and how to avoid it

3 days ago — By Adrienne SO

Startup uses deep learning to let you shop for items by snapping photosStartup uses deep learning to let you shop for items by snapping photos

6 days ago — By Luke Dormehl

http://www.digitaltrends.com/outdoor/how-to-avoid-pfcs-in-waterproof-rain-gear/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/users/adrienne-so/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/cool-tech/deep-learning-startup-retail-photos/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/users/ldormehl/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/outdoor/how-to-avoid-pfcs-in-waterproof-rain-gear/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/cool-tech/deep-learning-startup-retail-photos/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/home-theater/best-turntables-500/


Ten gorgeous turntables under $500 that will spin your stacks of wax inTen gorgeous turntables under $500 that will spin your stacks of wax in
stylestyle

4 days ago — By Ryan Waniata

Still got a floppy drive in your desktop? Here’s one way to make it usefulStill got a floppy drive in your desktop? Here’s one way to make it useful
againagain

2 hours ago — By Ed Oswald

‘The Principles of Beautiful Web Design (3rd Edition)’ eBook‘The Principles of Beautiful Web Design (3rd Edition)’ eBook

FREEFREE $30

D E A L

http://www.digitaltrends.com/home-theater/best-turntables-500/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/users/ryan-waniata/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/computing/floppy-flash-drive/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/users/edoswald/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/home-theater/best-turntables-500/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/computing/floppy-flash-drive/
http://digitaltrends.tradepub.com/free/w_sitb48/
http://digitaltrends.tradepub.com/free/w_sitb48/


New system sends unwanted drones back where they came fromNew system sends unwanted drones back where they came from

5 days ago — By Hillary Grigonis

BUY NOWBUY NOW

SEE DETAILSSEE DETAILS

http://www.digitaltrends.com/cool-tech/apollo-shield-introduced/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/users/hgrigonis/
http://digitaltrends.tradepub.com/free/w_sitb48/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/general-deals/the-principles-of-beautiful-web-design-3rd-edition-ebook/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/cool-tech/apollo-shield-introduced/

